Have you visited our very own parish website yet?

www.bishopstonegroupparish.co.uk

Issue 19 December 2008

This newsletter is produced and distributed to every house in the five parishes
for the purpose of communicating the activities of the Bishopstone and District
Group Parish Council and other events being held locally.

We wish all our readers a very merry Christmas and a happy and
prosperous New Year.



The members of the Parish Council are elected to represent all residents of the
villages in the group and can influence decisions made by the various
departments of the County Council and other Government organisations such as
the Police and Fire Brigade.

Please contact your councillor if you have any concerns on: -

Housing and Planning, Roads, Traffic, Public Transport and Rights of Way,
Refuse Disposal and Waste Recycling or any other local issues

Bishopstone Trevor Hunt 590325
John Macklin (Vice Chairman) 590620
Brian Merrick 590679
John Verry 590680
Bridge Sollars Lillian Allsop 590210
Gary Malins 590601
Byford Hayley Birch 590389
Sue Hubbard 590319
Penny Redshaw (Chairman) 590634
Kenchester Muriel Holmes 590233
Petra Hickey 590630
Mansell Gamage Cathie Draper 590284
Adrian French 590762
Clerk to the Council ~ Barry Megson Telephone Number 590691
Bishopstone John Macklin 590620
Byford & Mansell Gamage Sue Hubbard 590319
Bridge Sollars Lillian Allsop 590210
Kenchester John Macklin 590620

Adrian Blackshaw Tel:01432 260201 (contact via Herefordshire Council offices)



" #$$%

The dates set for the Parish Council Meetings in 2009 are as follows: -

15™ January, 12" March, 14" May, 16™ July, 17" September and 12" November.
These will be held at The Portway Inn Hotel, Staunton-on-Wye starting at 7.30
pm unless otherwise advised.

Members of Focus groups, ensuring that the Bishopstone Group Parish Plan is
implemented, are as follows:-
& = 1 -John Verry and Sue Hubbard
(  —To be appointed
— Petra Hickey (Kenchester), Brian Merrick
(Bishopstone), Gary Malins (Bridge Sollars), Cathy Draper (Mansel Gamage)
and Muriel Holmes (Byford)
& ! — Penny Redshaw
! —John Macklin and Sue Hubbard

Readers with access to a computer can read Council notices, past issues of this
newsletter and other local information on the Parish Council = This can
be reached by logging on to www.Bishopstonegroupparish.co.uk

The appointed key holders for the Notice Boards in each village are :-

Bridge Sollars Gary Malins Tel. 590601
Byford Penny Redshaw Tel. 590634
Kenchester Petra Hickey Tel. 590630
Mansell Gamage Adrian French Tel. 590762

If you wish to display any article of public interest, please contact your local key
holder.

We had flooding in Bishopstone and Mansell Gamage in 2007 caused by the
change in weather patterns experienced recently. To help all persons in the
affected areas we have arranged for a store of sandbags at the bottom of Bishon
Lane, Bishopstone and in Mansell Gamage. We have retained the store of
sandbags at Bridge Sollars. In times of flooding call 01981 590 691 for
assistance with sandbags.



& ! * !
There is a local recycling facility at Oakchurch Farm Shop on the main A438
near Staunton-on-Wye.

+

The Parish Council have decided to go litter picking next year. After numerous
complaints about litter the Parish Council set a date of Saturday, February 7"
2009 as the day for clearing the hedgerow litter through the village of
Bishopstone. It is hoped, by the Parish Council, that it will be a community
event and that many volunteers will help to use the litter picking kit that the
Parish Council obtained specially for the task.

*

On Saturday, 11" October 2008 | sat in Herefordshire Council’s “Brockington”
offices and listened to Mr John Findlay the Chief Executive of NALC (National
Association of Local Councils) speak on the future of Parish Councils.

He told his audience that in England 200 new parish councils had been created
in the last 10 years and that more were to follow, that the largest parish council
is Weston-super-Mare with a population over 80,000 and that there are 8500
parish councils with expenditure between them of more than £400m and that
there are over 80,000 parish councillors.

He reminded the meeting of the political framework already in place like the
Rural White Paper in 2000 that asked Parish Councils to gain Quality Status.
The Local Government Act 2007 which gave new powers to Parish Councils one
of which allows them to make their own bye-laws and enforce them. He said that
this year Government Cabinet Minister Hazel Blears announced a “new era of
parish power, a real purpose in modern society, addressing issues that make a
real difference to people’s quality of life, important contribution in
reinvigorating local democracy, very effective at connecting with local people”.

We were told that all political parties agreed that Parish Councils were an
established and valued form of local government and that they have an
increasing role to play in local democracy. That it is intended to build on the
existing structure so that Parish Councils will be able to deliver better services
and represent the community’s interests and that there is a political cross-party



belief that citizens and communities are capable of taking difficult decisions and
solving their own problems.

Mr Findlay spoke of the modern definition of democracy where political power
is exercised through elected representatives and explained that parish councillors
would not be co-opted in the future but would have to be voted for at elections.
He said that parish councils were responsible for the spending of public money
and were responsible to their electorate.

Having had time to consider some of the things he did not mention | now
wonder if this grand gesture by Government of giving power to parish councils
is all very well but what happens when something goes wrong? Will
Government take the blame or will they pass the buck? | fear the later. Where
will the money come from to pay the parish councillors for all their extra
responsibility? The tax payer — who else? Am | being cynical when | wonder if
this is just another way to raise tax and at the same time for Government not to
be seen as being responsible?

Barry Megson.
Parish Clerk.
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Do you need transport to keep appointments at the hospital,
doctor, dentist or solicitor, to go shopping or to have
shopping brought to you?

Would you like confidential help in organising bill
payments or completing forms or just social or emotional
support?

If so, contact Denise on 01981 590460 or 07929 793406 or
e-mail geordene@btinternet.com for further details.
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Do you know that you have to give the details of where you live to the Electoral
Registration Office every time you move house, bungalow, mansion, caravan or
even tent within the same village, town or city? Do you know that you now
have to do it every year? Yes you do.

Electoral Roll is another name for the “Register of Electors” which everyone is
required to complete by law. The register was solely used for Electoral purposes
but that changed due to new legislation in 2002. It is now used for credit checks,
opening a bank account or getting a mortgage or a bank loan so if you are not on
the register you will find it hard to get any form of credit. The list is also used to
combat fraud, money laundering and the prevention and detection of crime.
Whether you vote or not is up to you but you must provide true and accurate
information about who is resident at the property and there is a heavy penalty if
you do not provide the information — currently a fine up to £2000.

The Edited Register of Electors may be sold to companies for their marketing
purposes like sending mail which you don’t want to receive. To combat this all
you have to do is put a tick in the box “opt out” of the Edited Register when you
complete the registration form. To further combat receiving junk mail register
with The Mailing Preference Service, Freepost 22, London. W1E 7EZ and tell
them you do not want to receive junk mail.

If you are a British, Irish, Commonwealth or European Union citizen you need
to be on the electoral register to be able to vote.

The local office is: Electoral Registration Office, Herefordshire Council, Town
Hall, St Owen Street, Hereford. HR1 2PJ or telephone the helpline 01432
260107 / 260191. Computer owners may Email -
elections@herefordshire.gov.uk or visit the Website -
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections.

The collection of information of who lives where is now an annual event so the
sooner you get registered then the sooner you will stop a canvasser calling on
you.

Barry Megson
Parish Clerk.



As reported in September, the Stage Two Application for funds to convert
Bridge Sollars Church to a community centre has been completed and is in the
hands of the Big Lottery officer in Edgbaston.

The committee has had further discussions with Bridge Sollars Parochial Church
Council to agree the wording of a license to allow the ‘New Bridge Community
Centre’ to occupy the building after the conversion has taken place. The
Diocesan Advisory Committee has visited the site and has written a letter of
support to the Parochial Church Council who has made an application to the
Chancellor for a faculty to allow the alterations to take place.

A planning application was made to Herefordshire Council for the Trenchard
System for drainage, the trenches for the pipes to provide ground source heat
and a new all-weather path for disabled access. This was passed unanimously by
the full council.

MAKE 2009 THE YEAR TO VOLUNTEER

Would you like 2009 to be the year that changes your life? Then think about
becoming a volunteer as it can open up a whole different world offering new
friends, new challenges, the chance to get some training and qualifications and a
whole new purpose to life, plus the knowledge that you are making a difference
to someone’s life — what better motivation could there be!

Herefordshire Volunteer Centre has details of over 500 different volunteering
opportunities and estimates that around 6000 more volunteers are needed around
the county to fill these roles. There’s an amazing choice of things to do from
driving, entertaining and befriending to planting trees, writing press releases,
helping at playschemes or teaching literacy skills. So there is bound to be
something that appeals to you.

So if you can spare some time — it could be a couple of hours a week or just now
and again — and want to make a difference to your community and yourself, then
contact the friendly staff at Herefordshire Volunteer Centre on its free phone
number 0800 9122339 .

If you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Angela Legg

Volunteering Services Manager, Herefordshire Voluntary Action
Berrows Business Centre, Bath Street, Hereford HR1 2HE

Tel: 01432 343932
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I have lived in Bishopstone for sixteen years and it was only a short walk from
my home when | discovered a mine. This mine was full of information and
knowledge and it was called......... mobile library.

What did | discover and was it exciting?

| discovered that anyone can join and it doesn’t cost a penny — it’s What
was exciting, well, for children there was Bounce and Rhyme, holiday activities
and “Playstation” games and music CD’s and DVD’s. For the older generation
there were talking books and large print books or simply hardback, paperback,
fiction, history, politics, wild life, geography, or crime and science fiction books.

| discovered that choice was not limited to the titles on board, “Oh no” you can
have any item delivered by the mobile library (free of charge) from a selection
of thousands listed in the library catalogue. Better still all you have to do is ask
and if Herefordshire Libraries do not hold the special book you desire they will
get it for you from other libraries in the UK for a small fee. Another surprise is
that you can return the borrowed item to any of the ten libraries in the County as
well as any mobile. ”Oh! Did | mention?” that you may borrow as many as ten
items at one visit, not that | have the time to read ten books within the three
weeks lending time period but I thought | would tell you.

This mobile service (operated by Herefordshire Libraries) arrives once every
three weeks to the village of Bishopstone and parks by the side of the BT
telephone kiosk. It has a ramp entrance for easy access. “What happens if | am
ill or simply cannot manage to get to the mobile library?” | asked of the very
friendly staff and their answer was that they operate a Home Delivery Service
that will deliver and collect from your home and I call that exciting. Just think a
personal library service to your own front door, or back door if you ask nicely,
and all free.

For more information phone 01432 260645 or email:
libraries@herefordshire.gov.uk or visit the web site at
www,herefordshire.gov.uk/libraries

The book stops here or the voyage of discovery starts - you have the choice.

Barry Megson
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It was obvious from the beginning of postage stamps in 1840 that a good printer,
with the correct paper, could easily reproduce the postage stamps of the day and
make a handsome profit.

So began the continuous work by the Postal Authorities of trying to defeat the
forger starting with the Penny Black and the alphabetical letters in the corners
right up to the sophisticated postage stamps issued now.

Let us look at the English 2™ class stamp of today — it seems
simple enough with the Queens head on a one colour blue
background but on closer scrutiny we discover the
following:-

use of a special paper

a unique blue ink

a special perforation

a special gum

one single phosphor band down the centre of the stamp which you can
see if you hold the stamp against the light at an angle.

agbrwdE

Did you know that perforations were not introduced so that you could easily tear
away a stamp from the sheet but deliberately produced to defeat the forgers?

Here is the story of one forger who was successful. In 1870 the British Post
Office took over the administration of the telegraph service which had been
operated privately until then. The postal rate for a 20 word telegram was one
shilling. The clerk would acknowledge payment of the fee by sticking a one
shilling value stamp on the back of the form and then he kept the forms for a
number of years. After the prescribed time had elapsed bundles of these
documents were sent to paper mills for recycling.

In 1898 a mill employee broke the regulations and sold some bundles dating
from 1871 — 1872 to a stamp dealer who removed the stamps and started to sell
them. When examined closely by stamp collectors they discovered — no
watermarks in the paper and that the design was not correct. An investigation
was ordered which revealed that all the specimens had come from one counter at
the London Stock Exchange. The Post Office had lost £15,000 a huge amount in
those days.

Postal records were used to identify the clerk. He had left their employ and now
lived in a small house enjoying his retirement. He was not prosecuted because



there was no evidence found that he had forged the stamps and the forger
remains unknown to this day.

Arthur Sale
& _

Herefordshire was named as the “Enterprise Capital of the West Midlands ” in
June this year. On top of this, Herefordshire Council was the runner-up in the
2008 Enterprise Britain Award presented at Downing Street last month beating
ten other contenders from across the UK . Herefordshire Council will now
represent Britain in the European Enterprise competition. Herefordshire Council
have worked hard to encourage the growth of a broad spread of businesses in the
County and are delighted that this spirit of enterprise has been recognised.

We are all aware of the Edgar Street Grid development in Hereford which will
effectively extend the City boundary. This has a private sector spend of some
£700m with new housing, business growth and new roads and is vital for the
regeneration of the City of Hereford . However we must not lose sight of the
County’s important asset — its rural hinterland. Out of a population of 180,000
only some 60,000 live in Hereford leaving the bulk of the population in our
market towns and villages.

Food inflation, food miles, our carbon footprint now put the spotlight firmly on
our agricultural sector and our villages. Some 30% of the economically active
population of Herefordshire are self-employed and we have over 500 creative
industry businesses in the County. In short, Herefordshire is, to my mind, one of
the best places to live and work — the perfect business lifestyle mix. However,
the viability of our cherished rural communities is vital in the regeneration of the
County. The sustainability of our villages is crucial. The long term survival of
our schools, post offices and village shops depends on the correct demographic
mix of our villages.

Villages must be allowed to “breathe”, i.e. grow naturally, both in terms of
housing and business. Our villages harbour incredible talent, both retired, semi-
retired and those in full employment. The economic downturn will present many
challenges in the months ahead. The healthy spread of business across many
sectors (agriculture is only 10% of the economy) should make it easier for
Herefordshire to weather the economic storm ahead.

I am sure we all will have to tighten our belts, but I feel confident that we will
emerge from this downturn in a better position than many other parts of the UK .
We are fortunate indeed to live in such a beautiful, healthy environment.



I wish you all a Happy Christmas and hopefully a prosperous 2009.
Adrian Blackshaw. Ward Councillor, Wormsley Ridge Ward.
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About 60 people supported this event organised at the last minute by local
friends. The bonfire burned well and the fireworks were great, despite rain and
wind! The weather gave everyone a hearty appetite for soup, hot
dogs and cider. Afterwards, donated brownies, parkin and shortbread - all
home made- were handed round. £187 profit was made, which we shared
between Byford Church and the Community Centre. Great response, so a

DIARY DATE for NOV. 2009

: o
Tasty ready meals frozen for _N

freshness, delivered to your door

: iltshire Farm Foods
free by CRB checked drivers

. L
dieficiones mealy i woer door

s Owver 200 delicious dishes & desserts on our menu
e From as little as £2.10 for a complete meal

Special Diet Guide available on request

ﬁ For a f.ree brochure call:
%@ 01384 898770
or visit .
ey www.wiltshirefarmfoods.com
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On 3" October, a concert, given by Hereford Rail Male Voice Choir, took place
in Bishopstone Church. Every seat was taken and the audience was treated to a
selection of well known and some new songs interspersed by solos and amusing
anecdotes including a take-off of Stanley Hollaway! This wonderful evening of
entertainment (along with some generous donations) raised the welcome sum of
£609 towards church funds.
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Airport & Seaport Transfers a Speciality
Luxury Travel at Competitive Prices
We carry 1 — 8 passengers in comfort

Mercedes car available
Internal luggage space — no trailers
Full satellite navigation system
24 hr. Service — 7 days a week
For a free quote telephone

2 3$4%546 7$$#5%  $8558 985%%$4

For a caring & Reliable Service
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“And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be registered,
everyone into his own city. And Joseph went up to the City of David which is
called Bethlehem with Mary, his espoused wife being great with child...

) 4 : @
Joseph: This is hopeless, this donkey’s so slow. We’ll never get there in
time to find a decent room. And if the two of us miss the census we’ll

really be in trouble.
Mary : The three of us, Joseph, remember



Joseph : And that’s another thing. There’s our nice house back in Nazareth with
the cradle | carved specially and your mother to look after you, and
we’re here in the middle of nowhere. Suppose we don’t make it to
Bethlehem in time!

Mary : We will Joseph, don’t worry.

Joseph : Who says we will?!

Mary : Well, most of the prophets to start with.

) # = :

Innkeeper : This is ridiculous, another typical civil service mess-up, all these
people having to come back for census night, and I haven’t got enough
forms to fill in for them all. And look at all these questions — name, sex,
age, relation to head of household, occupation.....

Wife : Well, there’s one you can fill in easily enough for them all — place of

birth.

Innkeeper : Oh, very funny. It’ll all end in tears, | know it will. The whole
system will crash,. All this great pile of forms from all over the Empire
arriving at one little line of desks in Rome — someone will sneeze and
the whole lot will be off-line for weeks and everyone will say they
should have found a bigger site. Oh well, better start counting I
suppose.

Wife : Don’t forget the family in the tent in the back garden and the young
couple in the stable.

) A :

Shepherd 1 : Have they all gone now? Can | open my eyes?

Shepherd 2 : What about that singing then? Those tenors were fantastic, even
better than the Nazareth Police Choir.

Shepherd 3 : Come on chaps, let’s get off to Bethlehem like they said.

Shepherd 1 : No we can’t. It’ll confuse everyone, we’re supposed to be on this
hillside for the census.

Shepherd 3 : Don’t worry, it’s already confused. They think I’ve got a son
called Tiddler because Reuben insisted on his pet lamb going down on
the form

) B <

Innkeeper : Right, that’s twelve from Jerusalem, four from Nazareth, two from
Capernaum, that family from Beersheba, and two commercial travellers
sleeping on the floor in the snug. Just the tent and the stable to do.
Better get a torch.

Wife : 1 don’t think you’ll need one, dear.



Innkeeper : Don’t be daft, it’s pitch dark out there, and there’s no moon.
| won’t be able to see to write by the light from the stars, will 1 ?!!
Wife : Oh, I think you will, dear.

) -

Caspar : Friendly chap, that Herod, seemed very keen to help us...

Balthazar : Very taken up with this census though — insisting that we must go
back there so he could put us on the form for his household. Just as if he
hadn’t got enough people, they were up to 200 already and only halfway
through the slaves.

Melchior : Yes, | couldn’t really understand everything he said, though. What
was that about the Home Office may find their statistics on the children
are a bit out?

Caspar : Oh, never mind him, lets get the camels moving and get on to

Bethlehem.
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Wife : Do calm down dear, you’ll do yourself an injury. No one will know if
you miss someone out, will they?

Innkeeper : Calm down! Calm down! Look, as well as all the lot | had before,
I’ve now got 8 shepherds, 3 pet sheep, an incontinent sheepdog, three
wealthy foreigners, 6 servants none of whom speak Aramaic and a
whole load of camels. Have you ever tried to do “are you married or
single?” in sign language? Still, at least the chap in the stable can write,
so | left him a form to fill in. 1’d better go and collect it.

) 8 )

Innkeeper : Right, I’ll just check the form with you to make sure you’ve not
done anything silly on it. Name, age, occupation...... yes, that’s fine.
And the wife...... yes that looks OK. And the baby — lovely little boy,
nice that he arrived in time to go on, isn’t it? ... name...oh, Jesus, good

choice,...... age...well yes that’s obvious, ha-hal,......hey you haven’t
filled in relationship to head of household
Joseph : Well...... | wasn’t really sure what to put.......

Innkeeper : Surely, he’s your son...
Joseph : (interrupting) Ahem.
Innkeeper : Oh | see, sorry mate. Well, if you aren’t, who is?

C: = DDDE
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& Independent Living

Come and visit us, or we can visit you, for a unique personal service
in providing daily living aids and mobility products — we are pleased
to offer a free demonstration and free delivery of our products

80 Widemarsh Street, Hereford

Tel/Fax: 01432 277188

Web: www.bordersindependentliving.co.uk
Email: sales@bordersindependentliving.co.uk

In September the walk took place around the village of Orleton, led by Sheila
Mellor (unfortunately Dave was sick).

The October walk was over Little Doward Hill at Symonds Yat led by Muriel
Holmes. A point of interest was a visit to St Dubricius Parish Church at
Whitchurch where two ladies from the church gave a talk on the history of the
church and the links it has with Canada. Afterwards most people stayed for a
meal at the Ferrie Inn at Symonds Yat.

The November walk, led by Brian and Jenny Merrick, was along footpaths and
minor roads around Lulham and Bridge Sollars. The walk passes through fields
of soft fruit and daffodils, by Cawardine Farm, seeing racehorses being trained
and along the bank of the River Wye.

The next walk will be the FESTIVE WALK on Saturday 27" December
meeting at the Bell Inn Tillington at 10.15am to order food then taking the short
drive to the car park at Credenhill Wood. A circular walk around the wood will
start at approximately 10.30am.

If anyone would like to organise a walk for 2009, a form will be available at this
walk or contact John Macklin on 590620 if you are unable to come on the
Festive Walk.

The walks normally take place on either the third or fourth Saturday in each
month. They often start at a Public House where bar snacks can be enjoyed after
the walk. Many walkers stay, but this is optional! The starting place and time are
announced in the County Section of the Hereford Times under Bishopstone.
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Bishopstone

The Carol Service at Bishopstone Church will be at 3 pm on Sunday 14"
December followed by mince pies and mulled wine.

The Christmas Communion Service will be at 10 pm on 24™ December.

The programme for the Mobile Library is as follows.................

Bishopstone telephone box between 10.45 — 11.15am on Wednesdays

10 December 2008 and 14 January 2009.

One may reserve a book/s for their next visit via their onboard computer or you
can order at the main library and the book/s will be brought out for you to
collect. The Mobile Library will receive your books for return.

Bridge Sollars

The Christmas Service at Bridge Sollars Church will be held at 10.30 am on
Christmas Day.

Byford
The Carol Service at Byford Church will be at 6 pm on Sunday 21* December

Midnight Mass for this parish will be at 11.30 pm on Christmas Eve
There is no service on Christmas Day.

Kenchester

The Christmas Service at Kenchester Church will be held at 8 am on Christmas
Day.

The times of services for all our churches can be found on the Parish Council
- Log on to www.Bishopstonegroupparish.co.uk

* — Send copy to David Macklin Greenwalls Bishopstone
Tel. 590627 or e-mail to davidmacklin2002@yaho0o.co.uk




